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had such important controversies been submitted
voluntarily to arbitration and judicial settlement.
The tribunal which met at Geneva in December
was a body of distinguished men who proved fully
equal to the gravity of their task. Charles Francis
Adams was appointed to represent the United
States; Sir Alexander Cockburn, to represent Great
Britain; the commissioners from neutral States
were also men of distinction. J. C. Bancroft Davis
was agent for the United States, and William M.
Evarts, Caleb Gushing, and Morrison R. Waite
acted as counsel. The case for the United States
was not presented in a manner worthy of the occa-
sion. According to Adams the American conten-
tions "were advanced with an aggressiveness of
tone and attorney-like smartness, more appropri-
ate to the wranglings of a quarter-sessions court
than to pleadings before a grave international tri-
bunal. " The American counsel were instructed to
insist not, indeed, on indemnity for the cost of two
years of war, but on compensation because of the
transfer of our commerce to the British merchant
marine, by virtue of the clause of the treaty which
read "acts committed by the several vessels which
have given rise to the claims generally known as
the 'Alabama Claims.'" British public opinion